
 
 

 

 
Parent Newsletter 

Friday 5th July 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you’re well and have had a good week. Only 11 more days left until the end of term but still lots to 

pack in! 

 

On Tuesday we held our main Year 6 Transition Day and Evening, it was brilliant to see so many happy faces 

throughout the day. The children took part in a range of lessons and ‘getting to know you’ activities. I’m so 

glad it was a positive experience for them all; it was lovely to see so many parents in the evening too. We 

really enjoyed having them for the day and are very much looking forward to welcoming them on 

September 3rd, 2024. Many thanks to our wonderful PTA for supporting us once again.  

 

Congratulations to our KS3 pupils who attended the Hampshire Book Awards on Tuesday, they were great 

ambassadors for our school and we’re very proud of them. Many thanks to Miss Barton and Miss 

Sandilands for creating this opportunity. Reading is a vital skill and helps pupils access the curriculum more 

easily and positively impacts on academic outcomes. It’s lovely to see so many pupils reading in tutor time, 

at break times and in their own time. One of our school priorities for next year is developing a wider range 

of reading skills. In September we are introducing DEAR time (Drop Everything And Read), for 20 minutes a 

day, the whole school (including staff) will stop what they are doing and silently read. We will be using the 

Accelerated Reading Programme to monitor and celebrate improvements in our pupils' reading skills.  

 

The exam season finally ended on Wednesday for most, Year 10 have now completed their first round of 

mock exams. Staff are marking and moderating this week and next, initial feedback from science is that 

some pupils have achieved Grades 7 and 8, this is incredible, and they’ve still got a year to go! Well done to 

our Year 10s for their excellent attitude during the mocks. Our budding chefs have been busy during their 

GCSE Food practical Mocks, staff are invited to taste test once the exam is finished – such a lovely perk of 

the job! We were blown away by the high standards of dishes created, well done to all.  

 

In the run up to the General Election, pupils have had sessions and or an assembly about Fundamental 

British values. We’ve revisited democracy, rule of law, liberty, mutual respect, faiths and beliefs, to 

highlight the values underpinning our society. With the news of a change of government on Friday morning 

it will be interesting to see what changes are made to our education system. 

 

As previously communicated, our new uniform for September can now be ordered in store at stitch-a-logo. 

Apologies to those who will find it difficult to go to the store in Andover before 9th August 2024, I was 

unaware that the store isn’t open at the weekend. I’ve got a range of sizes in school, if it’s easier for you, 

please ask your child to come and see me, they can try a range of sizes and I can complete the order form 

for them and send it to the shop. You can place orders online if you are ordering additional items which 

aren’t included in our free start up uniform pack and which you are purchasing. 

 

On Friday we had our final School Improvement Visit of the year. Senior and Middle Leaders were 

challenged to provide evidence of impact towards the School Improvement Priorities they’ve been working 

on this year. We also carried out learning walks around lessons and spoke to the pupils about their work. 

Initial feedback has been positive, which is pleasing and reassuring for us all. Our School Improvement 

Priorities for next year have been established, we move into the next academic year knowing our school is 

moving from strength to strength with each term that passes.   



 

We have very few members of staff leaving us this year, which is very reassuring, and a huge relief given the 

current recruitment and retention crisis within our profession. I will share more with you next week on this, 

but for now I’d like to wish Mrs Andrews all the best as she starts her Maternity Leave on Wednesday. Mrs 

Andrews has worked incredibly hard since she started a year and a term ago, she has had a huge impact as 

our SENCO and as a member of SLT. We will miss her hugely but look forward to welcoming her back next 

year. I wish her lots of love and happiness with her family as it grows. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Warm wishes 

 

Mrs N Goodridge 

Head of School 

 

More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our 

Facebook page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. 

Reshares and likes are always appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 

 

Venue Hire 
 

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event? School facilities are available to hire outside of 
the school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

Forthcoming Dates 
 

w/c July 8th, 2024 - Week 2 

Monday 8th July – Coffee Morning for Parents of EAL pupils at 10.00 am 

Tuesday 9th July – Year 10 Trip to Andover College – Taster Day 

Thursday 11th July – Year 4/5 Festival of Languages (morning) & Taster (afternoon) 

Friday 12th July – Activities Day All Years 

Friday 12th July - Residential Trip to Osmington Bay  
 

Attendance 
 

Appointment reminders: Medical and Dental appointments should, where possible be made for 
outside of school hours. If your child has an appointment during school hours, please email us at 
absence@testvalley.hants.sch.uk with the details and proof of the appointment giving at least 24 
hours’ notice where possible.   

Andrew Page 
Assistant Headteacher 
pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Anna Collins 
Assistant Headteacher 
collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Jo McKeown 
Executive Headteacher 
j.mckeown@hispmat.org 

Cara Rees 
School Business Manager 
reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Nicky Goodridge 
Head of School 
goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Emma Andrews 
SENCO & Assistant Headteacher 
andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
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mailto:andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk


Key Stage 3 
 

Today, 2nd July, four year 8 students took part 
in voting for the 'Best Book in Hampshire 
2024'. They all had a wonderful time talking 
with other schools, having deep and 
meaningful discussions about the books. 
When taking part in games, we were very 
competitive, even though we did not win. To 
quote Riley S in YR8, 'It doesn't matter 
because we are from the best school 
anyway'. The behaviour and attitudes of the 
pupils involved was impeccable and they 
were an asset to our school. Well done to 

all.  

 Key Stage 4 
 

Top of the pops last week 

Josie Cahill 10CE 

Oliver Levy-Clinkard 10CE 

Bethany Halliden 10GR 

Rosie White 10PH 

Evie Laurence 10PH 

 

MFL 
 

 
 



Opportunities – Outdoors & Environment 

 
GEOGRAPHY / DUKE OF EDINBURGH / PSHE / UCAS SUPPORT 
As we look ahead to the Summer, we are delighted to announce more FREE outdoor / practical sessions for 
local young people to explore the impact of climate change within their local communities through positive 
youth social action. The programme is part of the YouCAN youth for climate and nature scheme, in 
partnership with the New Forest National Park Authority, supported by National Lottery Community 
Funding.  
 
Suitable for young people aged 14-25 years old, passionate about making a difference in their communities, 
the programme can also support skills development for Duke of Edinburgh qualifications / endorse personal 
statements for UCAS.  
 
We will escort young people from Southampton on the train to some of the locations.  
This includes SEVEN interactive and site-specific sessions with climate scientists, marine biologists, park 
rangers and creative practitioners from May to September 2024.  We will be using youth voices and findings 
around climate change in our local communities to inspire the creation of a brand-new theatre production 
- Generation Anthropocene. 
 

CITY CENTRE - SOUTHAMPTON  
13th July 
7th September 
...with Southampton National Park City Project and Sholing valley study centre.  
  
Working in the heart of Southampton City, in the National Park and surrounding areas, exploring air 
pollution, travel and the impact of City life on our environment. 
 

SIGN UP HERE  

 

PTA 
  

https://form.jotform.com/241191867437363


College Information 
 

There is information on our website regarding forthcoming College open events, including dates and 

how to book a place. 

 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   www.salisbury6c.ac.uk  

 

Peter Symonds College:  www.psc.ac.uk  
 
Open Evenings: 5.30 to 8.30 pm   3rd & 4th July 2024 or 1st & 2nd October 2024 
 
Andover College: www.andover.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late to apply to Andover College as applications are still open and Year 11 students can 
still apply by visiting the Andover College website or by using  Apply - Full Time and Part Time courses - 
Andover College | Hampshire. 

 
Sparsholt College – www.sparsholt.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late for year 11s to apply to Sparsholt College as applications are still open and 
students can apply by visiting the Sparsholt website or by using How to Apply - Sparsholt College 
and University Centre Sparsholt. 
 

Basingstoke College of Technology - www.bcot.ac.uk 
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Music 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Health & Well Being 
 

 



 

 

 

  



Community 

Please find our Raring2go! Summer magazine link below.  It’s full of things to do for families during 
the summer break,  

 

https://8bbal.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeFuBmnrAFRqjFqfFw4do/vbTW_i2ewzm_


 

 

  



Volunteering 
 

  



Other Events 
 

Annual "Trout n About" street festival in Stockbridge 
This year it'll be held on Sunday August 4th. The whole of the High St will be filled with artisan food, drink, 

crafts etc. And there is a Festival Field which has music, children's activities, circus skills, face painters etc 

food trucks and a picnic area.  

Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 
 

 

 

 


