
 
 

 

 
Parent Newsletter 

Friday 12th July 2024 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you’re well and have a good week. On Wednesday I led a whole school assembly to explain the 

rebranding changes which will happen over the summer holidays. We are working extremely hard to ensure 

there are visible changes and a fresh new look to as many areas of the school as possible. All the classrooms 

will have new tables, chairs and blinds and as many as possible will be decorated. We have re-named each 

block and created zones, pupils were asked for their suggestions, and we’ve taken these into consideration. 

We are working with our wonderful PTA to plan a ‘Danebury School Launch Evening’ in late September, 

more details will follow next week, we hope you’ll join us to mark the occasion. 

 

As previously communicated to you, we have been working hard with Hampshire County Council and the 

bus companies to ensure your children arrive home earlier next year. This week we’ve had confirmation 

that HCC will support us with our proposal, this is positive news, fingers crossed! 

 

We’ve had lots of visitors this week, on Thursday we welcomed Year 4&5 pupils from our cluster schools, 

they took part in a ‘Festival of Languages’. It was lovely to see them all learn some Spanish, French and 

German. The MFL team and our Year 9 Student Ambassadors really enjoyed hosting the event and were 

overjoyed with the progress the children made.  

 

On Thursday afternoon we welcomed Year 5 children and their families to a ‘Taster’ afternoon, it was lovely 

to see so many taking part in Science, Food, Drama and PE sessions. We received lots of positive feedback 

at the end, which is encouraging. We will be holding more events like this in the future for prospective 

pupils. 

 

Today we’ve held of activities to celebrate the end of the year. A large number of pupils went to Paultons 

Park and Splashdown, much fun was had by all. In school we’ve had a community building project, a team 

of dedicated pupils have built an ‘Oracy Circle’ for groups to use outside with their teachers during whole 

class discussions and reading activities. In addition, they have built new benches for our Forest School, built 

a herb garden outside of the food room and planted lots of new vegetables in our allotment. They have also 

cleared the animal areas. To reward them for their hard work they made pancakes and cinnamon rolls on 

the campfire this afternoon. Many thanks to Mrs Vincent and Mr Atkins for all their hard work today, what 

a creative day it’s been. We also had a range of sports on offer all day and an art project. Many thanks to all 

the staff who have made this possible today. 

 

I’ve just waved off our Osmington Bay trip, there was lots of excitement within the group, I’m sure they’ll 

have a great time over the next 4 days. Keep your eye on our socials for updates! 

 

Year 10 begin their work experience next week, we look forward to visiting them and watching them in the 

world of work, good luck to them all. 

 

If you follow our socials, you’ll know that Mr Langdown has decided to retire after 33 years at Test Valley. 

We are all so sad about this, despite my best efforts I haven’t been able to convince him to stay on another 

year. Mr Langdown has taught several generations over the years; he is one of the ‘Heartbeats’ of the 

school and an absolute legend. We want to mark this incredible length of service in many ways. The pupils 



are busy creating farewell memorabilia, if you have any farewell messages or funny stories you’d like us to 

add to his ‘This is your life book’, please do email them into lynnr@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

 

I hope you have a great weekend.  

 

Warm Wishes 

Nicky 

 

Mrs N Goodridge 

Head of School 

 

More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our 

Facebook page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. 

Reshares and likes are always appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 

 

Venue Hire 
 

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event? School facilities are available to hire outside of 
the school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

Forthcoming Dates 
w/c July 15th, 2024 –  

 

Week 1 

 

All Week Year 10 Work Experience 

Osmington Bay Trip 

 

Attendance 
 

Appointment reminders: Medical and Dental appointments should, where possible be made for 
outside of school hours. If your child has an appointment during school hours, please email us at 
absence@testvalley.hants.sch.uk with the details and proof of the appointment giving at least 24 
hours’ notice where possible.   

 

Andrew Page 
Assistant Headteacher 
pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Anna Collins 
Assistant Headteacher 
collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Jo McKeown 
Executive Headteacher 
j.mckeown@hispmat.org 

Cara Rees 
School Business Manager 
reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Nicky Goodridge 
Head of School 
goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Emma Andrews 
SENCO & Assistant Headteacher 
andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
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 Key Stage 4 
 

Top of the pops last week 

Will Weatherall 10CE 

Oliver Levy-Clinkard 10CE 

Cain Fenton 10GR 

Samuel Scard 10PH 

Elliot White 10PH 

Year 10 Andover College Taster Day 

What a wonderful opportunity our Year 10 students had today when they travelled to Andover 
college and tried out courses of their choice and get to see around a college. 
 
The wide range of courses on offer to them was impressive and I'm sure all of them would 
have been happy with the level of choice. 
 
Most importantly this brings to the forefront of their minds, following their Year 10 exams, that 
thinking seriously about their next steps begins now as it becomes apparent that applications 
for colleges need to be made in the autumn term of Year 11. 
 
Year 10 Food Mock Practical Exam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Music 
 
Are you looking for activities for your children over the Summer Holidays? 
 Hampshire Music Service are running a three-day course where attendees learn to compose, 
produce, record, and mix their own recordings. These recordings can be original songs, or a 
cover of an existing song of their choosing. Each day runs from 9.15am to 4.30pm and is split 
into four group sessions lasting 90 minutes each. By the end of the course, each group will 
have a recording that they have produced themselves, from start to finish. 
  
Cost: £115 for all three days 
  
Below is a video about Music Production. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tsAZxDml9E 

Sign-up form 

Hampshire Music Service Recording and Production Enrichment - 19, 20 and 21 August 2024 
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OPPORTUNITIES – OUTDOORS & ENVIRONMENT 

 
GEOGRAPHY / DUKE OF EDINBURGH / PSHE / UCAS SUPPORT 
As we look ahead to the Summer, we are delighted to announce more FREE outdoor / practical sessions for 
local young people to explore the impact of climate change within their local communities through positive 
youth social action. The programme is part of the YouCAN youth for climate and nature scheme, in 
partnership with the New Forest National Park Authority, supported by National Lottery Community 
Funding.  
 
Suitable for young people aged 14-25 years old, passionate about making a difference in their communities, 
the programme can also support skills development for Duke of Edinburgh qualifications / endorse personal 
statements for UCAS.  
 
We will escort young people from Southampton on the train to some of the locations.  
This includes SEVEN interactive and site-specific sessions with climate scientists, marine biologists, park 
rangers and creative practitioners from May to September 2024.  We will be using youth voices and findings 
around climate change in our local communities to inspire the creation of a brand-new theatre production 
- Generation Anthropocene. 
 

CITY CENTRE - SOUTHAMPTON  
13th July 
7th September 
...with Southampton National Park City Project and Sholing valley study centre.  
  
Working in the heart of Southampton City, in the National Park and surrounding areas, exploring air 
pollution, travel and the impact of City life on our environment. 
 

SIGN UP HERE  
  

https://form.jotform.com/241191867437363


College Information 
 

There is information on our website regarding forthcoming College open events, including dates and 

how to book a place. 

 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   www.salisbury6c.ac.uk  

 

Peter Symonds College:  www.psc.ac.uk  
 
Key dates for 2025: 
  
16 September Applications open 
1 & 2 October Open Evenings 
9 December Application deadline 
Year 11 Welcome Days 26 & 27 June 
 
New course for 2025 which is History of Art which is standard entry requirements 
 
Andover College: www.andover.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late to apply to Andover College as applications are still open and Year 11 students can 
still apply by visiting the Andover College website or by using  Apply - Full Time and Part Time courses - 
Andover College | Hampshire. 

 
Sparsholt College – www.sparsholt.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late for year 11s to apply to Sparsholt College as applications are still open and 
students can apply by visiting the Sparsholt website or by using How to Apply - Sparsholt College 
and University Centre Sparsholt. 
 

Basingstoke College of Technology - www.bcot.ac.uk 
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Health & Well Being 
 

 



 

 

 

  



Community 

Please find our Raring2go! Summer magazine link below.  It’s full of things to do for families during 
the summer break,  

 

 

https://8bbal.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeFuBmnrAFRqjFqfFw4do/vbTW_i2ewzm_


 



 

  



Volunteering 
 

  



Other Events 
 

Annual "Trout n About" street festival in Stockbridge 
This year it'll be held on Sunday August 4th. The whole of the High St will be filled with artisan food, drink, 

crafts etc. And there is a Festival Field which has music, children's activities, circus skills, face painters etc 

food trucks and a picnic area.  

 

Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 
 

 

 

 


