
 
 

 

 

Parent Newsletter 
Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As we draw the school year to a close, I'd like to firstly thank all of our wonderful pupils for playing 

their part in transforming our school culture. I have a hugely privileged job of working with your 

children, they bring so much energy and positivity to our community every day, it's been incredible 

watching them achieve in their academic studies, in the Arts, in sport and into well rounded young 

people this year. I would also like to thank all the staff for their hard work and dedication this year, 

they've been awesome. 

 

I'd also like to extend my thanks to you for your support in so many ways. Thank you for working 

with us on uniform, attendance, homework and everything else linked to school life. We all want 

the very best for the children, working as a partnership will have the biggest impact, I hope to 

build our partnerships further next year. I'd also like to thank you for your kind messages, 

conversations and gifts, they mean the world to us a staff and certainly give us a huge boost. 

 

We've had such a positive end to the academic year, so much to celebrate. Year 10s had a great 

time on Work Experience last week, the feedback was overwhelmingly positive from the 

employers and via the staff who went out to visit each pupil. This is the first time Work Experience 

has taken place in a number of years, we have already started to plan it next year for our new Year 

10s.  

 

Our Osmington trip was huge success, fortunately the weather was on our side for most of the 

time, many thanks to Mr Thomas for organising this fantastic opportunity for our pupils. I'm just 

about to head down to the New Forest to pick up our pupils who've been on an outdoor and 

adventurous trip to Tile Barn in the New Forest, the photos look amazing, I can't wait to hear 

about their adventures on the way home. 

 

Yesterday was a day most of won't forget, we started with our Celebration Assembly, it was lovely 

to see so many pupils win awards for academic success, attendance, attitude to learning and 

kindness to others. We also had to say a few farewells, I never enjoy goodbyes, but it was time to 

celebrates 3 long careers in the teaching profession. Mr Atkins is retiring after 28 years of 

teaching, Mr Stephens is retiring for the third time, thankfully, we will see him back from time to 

time. Mr Langdown is retiring after 33 years of teaching at Test Valley School. Despite my best 

efforts I wasn't able to convince them to stay for another year! They have given so much to the 

profession, but I totally respect that they need to kick back a little and spend more time with their 

families. I'm sure you'll join me in thanking them for all their hard work and dedication over the 

years, we will miss them hugely but wish them long and happy retirements. Mrs Wray is also 

leaving us, we are sad to see her go, her husband has been posted up north, we wish them well in 

their new life. 

 



Within our celebration assembly we marked the end of Test Valley School and the opening of 

Danebury School in September, we paid tribute to all the positive things about Test Valley and the 

foundations we've laid which have helped us create such a vibrant culture within the school. We 

will hold onto these positives very tightly as we venture forward together. I have every confidence 

that the school will continue to go from strength to strength over the coming years. We will be 

holding our Open Evening and Danebury launch event for any current pupils, parents and carers 

and prospective pupils, parents and carers on September 11th 2024 6:00-8:00pm. I look forward to 

seeing as many of you there as possible to mark the occasion. 

 

A polite reminder of the new school uniform policy (link), please do take a few minutes to look 

through it. Stitch-a-logo are open on weekdays, please visit the store in Andover to order uniform, 

any orders after August 8th may not be processed in time. 

 

As previously communicated, our school day is changing slightly in September. The school day will 

start at 8:40am and finish at 3:10pm, lessons will remain at 60 minutes, break 1 is 25 minutes long 

and break 2 is 35 minutes long. We are waiting for final confirmation from the bus companies on 

their services, we will share this with you asap. 

 

All pupils are expected to return to school on September 3rd 2024 at 8:40am, we are very excited 

about opening our doors as Danebury School on September 3rd 2024 but until then we wish you all 

a lovely summer break, have fun and stay safe. 

 

Warm wishes 

Mrs N Goodridge 

Head of School 

 

More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our 

Facebook page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. 

Reshares and likes are always appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Andrew Page 

Assistant Headteacher 

pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Anna Collins 

Assistant Headteacher 

collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Jo McKeown 

Executive Headteacher 

j.mckeown@hispmat.org 

Cara Rees 

School Business Manager 

reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Nicky Goodridge 

Head of School 

goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

Emma Andrews 

SENCO & Assistant Headteacher 

andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
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Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 
 

Venue Hire 

 

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event? School facilities are available to hire outside 

of the school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

Forthcoming Dates 
 

School is Closed for the Holidays 

Will reopen as Danebury School on 3rd September 
 

Key Stage 3 
 

Poem by Hugo L (YR7) about TVS! 

_______________________________________________ 

Test Valley School 

Founded in 1976 it is one of the oldest schools in the UK, 

Mr Langdown has been here for 30 years! 

Mr Falkingham nearly as long, 

Yet, some are quite new. . . 

Mrs Goodridge, Mrs Andrews have only been here for 1 year and six months, 

Even if it seems longer. 

Mr Langdown is going to retire in a few days, 

that will be the end of an era. 

But soon everything will change, because we will be Danebury School. . . 

__________________________________________________ 

 Key Stage 4 
 

Top of the pops last week 

Oliver Levy-Clinkard 10CE 

Rosie White 10PH 

Freddie Allsopp 10CE 

Will Weatherall 10CE 

Elliot White 10PH 

   

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=29
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Year 10 Andover College Taster Day 

 

What a wonderful opportunity our Year 10 students had today when they travelled to Andover 

college and tried out courses of their choice and get to see around a college. 

The wide range of courses on offer to them was impressive and I'm sure all of them would have 

been happy with the level of choice. 

Most importantly this brings to the forefront of their minds, following their Year 10 exams, that 

thinking seriously about their next steps begins now as it becomes apparent that applications for 

colleges need to be made in the autumn term of Year 11. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES – OUTDOORS & ENVIRONMENT 

 
GEOGRAPHY / DUKE OF EDINBURGH / PSHE / UCAS SUPPORT 
As we look ahead to the Summer, we are delighted to announce more FREE outdoor / practical sessions for 
local young people to explore the impact of climate change within their local communities through positive 
youth social action. The programme is part of the YouCAN youth for climate and nature scheme, in 
partnership with the New Forest National Park Authority, supported by National Lottery Community 
Funding.  
 
Suitable for young people aged 14-25 years old, passionate about making a difference in their communities, 
the programme can also support skills development for Duke of Edinburgh qualifications / endorse personal 
statements for UCAS.  
 
We will escort young people from Southampton on the train to some of the locations.  
This includes SEVEN interactive and site-specific sessions with climate scientists, marine biologists, park 
rangers and creative practitioners from May to September 2024.  We will be using youth voices and findings 
around climate change in our local communities to inspire the creation of a brand-new theatre production 
- Generation Anthropocene. 
 

CITY CENTRE - SOUTHAMPTON  
7th September 
...with Southampton National Park City Project and Sholing valley study centre.  
  
Working in the heart of Southampton City, in the National Park and surrounding areas, exploring air 
pollution, travel and the impact of City life on our environment. 
 

SIGN UP HERE  
  

https://form.jotform.com/241191867437363


 

College Information 
 

There is information on our website regarding forthcoming College open events, including dates and 

how to book a place. 

 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   www.salisbury6c.ac.uk  

 

Peter Symonds College:  www.psc.ac.uk  
 
Key dates for 2025: 
 16 September Applications open 

1 & 2 October Open Evenings 

9 December Application deadline 

Year 11 Welcome Days 26 & 27 June 

 
Andover College: www.andover.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late to apply to Andover College as applications are still open and Year 11 students can 
still apply by visiting the Andover College website or by using  Apply - Full Time and Part Time courses - 
Andover College | Hampshire. 

 
Sparsholt College – www.sparsholt.ac.uk  
 
Also, it is not too late for year 11s to apply to Sparsholt College as applications are still open and 
students can apply by visiting the Sparsholt website or by using How to Apply - Sparsholt College 
and University Centre Sparsholt. 
 

Basingstoke College of Technology - www.bcot.ac.uk 
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Music 
 
Are you aged between 11 and 18 and looking to join a Choir from September, or do you know 
someone else that might like to join?  
  
Hampshire County Youth Choirs will be holding an open rehearsal on Friday 13th September and 
invite you to join them and experience one of our rehearsals. Come along to find out more at 
United Church, Jewry Street, Winchester, SO23 8RZ. 
  
Follow the link below to sign-up: 
  
 Hampshire County Youth Choirs Open Rehearsal Evening - Friday 13th September 2024 (google.com) 
 
Are you looking for activities for your children over the Summer Holidays? 
  
Hampshire Music Service are running a three-day course where attendees learn to compose, 
produce, record, and mix their own recordings. These recordings can be original songs, or a cover 
of an existing song of their choosing. Each day runs from 9.15am to 4.30pm and is split into four 
group sessions lasting 90 minutes each. By the end of the course, each group will have a recording 
that they have produced themselves, from start to finish. 
  
Cost: £115 for all three days 
  
Below is a video about Music Production. 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tsAZxDml9E 
  
Sign-up form 
  
Hampshire Music Service Recording and Production Enrichment - 19, 20 and 21 August 2024 
  
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScw9xTfS-lbjxfqW7BVVqG8oac0o3rILrDVb_BYb1Qq1vf1Kg/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tsAZxDml9E
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm0ewPd4Vod1OtShZFZ18l3ZUMUE1TlU3U1dPR1BDNk5GU0lKRVhXV1JUWCQlQCN0PWcu


Art 

 

 
 
  



Health & Well Being 
 

 



 

 

 

  



Community 
 

Please find our Raring2go! Summer magazine link below.  It’s full of things to do for families during 
the summer break,  

 

 

https://8bbal.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeFuBmnrAFRqjFqfFw4do/vbTW_i2ewzm_


 



 

  



Volunteering 
 

  



Other Events 
 

Annual "Trout n About" street festival in Stockbridge 
This year it'll be held on Sunday August 4th. The whole of the High St will be filled with artisan 

food, drink, crafts etc. And there is a Festival Field which has music, children's activities, circus 

skills, face painters etc food trucks and a picnic area.  

 
  



Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 
 

 

 

 

 


