
 
 

 

Parent Newsletter 

Thursday 7 September 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
A very 'warm' welcome back to you all! 
 
I hope you and your families were able to enjoy some special time together this summer.  We have returned 
with a clear theme to test Valley this year-EXCELLENCE.  We are delighted to welcome our news staff and HISP 
colleagues to our Test Valley team.  Across the school we have upgraded all our computers and screens, 
enhancing the learning experience for all our pupils.  Our expectations of 'Visible Excellence' are demonstrated 
at the start of the day with our Test Valley line ups and I am so proud of the way or pupils are rising to the 
challenge.  My sincere thanks for your support with uniform expectation at the start of term and throughout 
this warm week.  Mrs Goodridge and I are working with Hampshire on the transport and bus situation which is 
not acceptable, and Mrs Goodridge will keep you updated. 
 
Best wishes 
Jo McKeown 
 
 

 
 

 
More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our Facebook 
page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. Reshares and 
likes are always appreciated! 
 
 

 

 

 

Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 

 

 

Andrew Page 

Deputy Headteacher 

pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.

uk 
 

Anna Collins 

Deputy Headteacher 

collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.u

k 
 

Jo McKeown 

Executive Headteacher 

j.mckeown@hispmat.org 
 

Cara Rees 

School Business Manager 

reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
 

Nicky Goodridge 

Head of School 

goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.

uk 
 

Emma Andrews 

SENDCO & Assistant Headteacher 

andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
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Venue Hire 

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event?  School facilities are available to hire outside of the 

school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

 

School Uniform 
 

At Test Valley School, we believe that wearing a smart uniform shows a readiness and commitment to 

learning and that the uniform for our school should reflect the highest of standards and pride in our school. 

The guidance on our uniform expectations is available to view on our website at: 

Test Valley School — School Uniform 

Please support us by ensuring that your child follows this expectation fully. 

Open Evening/Mornings 
 

 

Our next open events are being held as follows: 

Open Evening – Wednesday 20 September 5.45pm-8pm in the school hall.  Headteacher’s presentation 

at 6pm.  There is no need to book a place at the open evening. 

Open Mornings – Tuesday 26 September, Thursday 12 October and Friday 20 October 9.30-11.30am 

Further details on how to book a place for the open mornings will be available shortly.  Please check our 

website and social media sites.   

mailto:leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/school-uniform/


The school will be closing at 12.50pm on Wednesday 20 September to allow for setting up Open 

Evening 

 

Term Dates and Inset Days 
 

Term Start Date End Date 

Autumn 2023 
 

1 September 2023 15 December 2023 

 Half Term: 23-27 October 2023 

   

Spring 2024 2 January 2024 28 March 2024 

 Half Term: 12-16 February 2024 

   

Summer 2024 15 April 2024 23 July 2024 

 Half Term: 27 -31 May 2024 

  

 

Inset Days 

Friday 1 September 2023  

Friday 22 September 2023 

Monday 4 December 2023 

Friday 2 February 2024 

Monday 22 July 2024 

Tuesday 23 July 2024 

 

RAAC Concrete 
 

You will have seen news reports highlighting the issues some schools are experiencing where they have found 

RAAC (reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete) in their school buildings. 

 

Hampshire County Council undertake regular structural surveys of all schools which are undertaken by 
qualified Structural Engineers. These surveys are carried out on a 5-yearly basis and they are non-intrusive 
visual surveys that record details about the construction. The inspection brief includes a requirement to 
check for, record and assess the condition of RAAC and (where identified) an enhanced 2.5 year cycle of 
reinspection implemented.  
 
We are able to confirm that Test Valley School was inspected by HCC and no RAAC was found. 

 

Macbeth Theatre Trip Year 11 - Notice 
 

The English Department has been lucky enough to secure 47 last-minute tickets to see Macbeth at the 

Theatre Royal in Winchester on Tuesday 26th September, 7.30pm.  Macbeth is the Shakespeare text that we 

study for GCSE English Literature and this is an excellent opportunity for pupils to see the play as it was 

intended.  There is a really tight turnaround on payment for this.  Pupils will receive the letter on Friday and 

if they would like a place, please can payment be submitted asap.  I hope that as many of our pupils as 



possible want to take this opportunity.  If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs 

Collins collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

 

Year 11 Literature set text:  Macbeth 
 

This term our Year 11s are studying Shakespeare's Macbeth.  Please can we ask that parents and carers 

purchase their child a copy of the text so that they can make their own notes in the book, and use it for class 

and revision purposes?  The version that we like to use in school is the Oxford School Shakespeare: Macbeth, 

currently sold on Amazon for £6.99.  The link for this is below:   

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-School-Shakespeare-Macbeth-

William/dp/0198324006/ref=pd_ci_mcx_mh_mcx_views_1?pd_rd_w=9UF8d&content-

id=amzn1.sym.6aea875e-359f-49f3-864f-cff62d586b6a%3Aamzn1.symc.ca948091-a64d-450e-86d7-

c161ca33337b&pf_rd_p=6aea875e-359f-49f3-864f-

cff62d586b6a&pf_rd_r=ZHZP70645XG7EEHBE41T&pd_rd_wg=BYoub&pd_rd_r=432fe6fb-c26f-4f9f-a749-

a4894256b415&pd_rd_i=0198324006 

If anyone needs support with the purchase of this, please do speak to Mrs Dunn or Mrs Collins.  Pupils ideally 

need their own copies as soon as possible.  We thank you in advance for your support with this. 

 

Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 
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Health and Wellbeing 
Please see our website for more useful information:   Test Valley School - Wellbeing 

Managing Your Child’s Anxiety 

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Wellbeing&pid=102&action=saved


 



 

College Open Events 
 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   Test Valley School - Salisbury 6th Form College 

Sparsholt College Open event:  Test Valley School - Sparsholt College 

Peter Symonds Open Event:  Test Valley School - Peter Symonds College 
 

Andover College Open Event: Test Valley School - Andover College 

 
 

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Salisbury+6th+Form+College&pid=116&action=saved
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Sparsholt+College&pid=110&action=saved
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Peter+Symonds+College&pid=108
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Andover+College&pid=109


Please see our website for the latest information on College open events with information on how to book 

a place.   Test Valley School - College Open Events 

 

Community News 
 

 

 

   

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=College+Open+Events&pid=62


 
 

Vision – To develop Test Valley as a small, rural, high achieving school 


