
 
 

 

Parent Newsletter 
Thursday 28 September 2023 

Dear Parent and Carers 

I hope you’ve had a good week. 

We’ve had another positive and productive week at TVS. On Tuesday we welcomed a number of visitors in for 
open morning, following on from our successful open evening last week. Mr Thomas, Mrs Andrews and myself 
were joined by our incredible Student Leadership team to show our prospective children and parents around. 
I felt so proud of our community, there were no interruptions to learning, engagement was high and pupils 
were working hard. Our visitors were highly complementary of the atmosphere in classrooms and around the 
school. We do have additional open mornings on 12th October and 20th October, please spread the word! 

We are very grateful for the positive feedback we’ve received: 

“I felt compelled to write you an email in response to attending last night’s open evening. May I say what an absolute 
pleasure the evening was” 

“the passion which poured out in the presentation was obvious and encouraging to hear” 

“We have so far visited 4 schools in our area and your open evening by far was the most entertaining, informative and 
generally impressive” 

Our Year 11s really enjoyed their trip to see Macbeth at the Theatre Royal in Winchester on Tuesday evening. 
Creating more immersive experiences within our curriculum is very important to us. There will certainly be 
more opportunities for other years groups to experience these opportunities to learn beyond the classroom 
going forward. Next week our Year 11s head off to the Careers Fair at Andover College, I’m sure it will be an 
inspiring day for them. Lastly for Year 11, I would like to congratulate them for their high level of attendance 
to enhancement sessions during breaks and afterschool, starting this early will certainly help them prepare 
thoroughly for their mocks and final GCSE exams. 

I would like to congratulate all of our pupils who completed their GL assessments this week, all pupils in Years 
7-10 will be taking the on-line assessments in English, Maths and Science over the next few weeks. This will 
provide us with additional assessment data which will inform our planning and intervention groups going 
forward. 

Our regeneration of the top field continues, our amazing Mrs Vincent and Mr Atkins have been hard at work 
with their groups clearing foliage, preparing the chicken coop and pond area in preparation for some new 
additions to  #teamTVS, watch this space! 

This week I met with the catering company HC3 in order to improve the menu and value for money, this is 
something the School Council have passionately voiced during our bi-weekly meetings. I will update you on our 
progress. 
 
The standard of uniform has remained high so far this term, it’s very impressive to see. We are very grateful 
for your support with this and hope we can work together to sustain these high standards. As communicated 



previously, trainers are not permitted, along with hoodies, piercings (other than one pair of studs in the ears) 
and acrylic nails.  
 
Lastly, I’d like to thank the staff in advance for giving up their Friday and Saturday morning to lead our Year 7 
Camp this weekend. We have lots of very excited Year 7s this week, they’ll have a fantastic time bonding and 
overcoming the challenges set, fingers crossed the weather is on our side! 
 
 
Warm Wishes 
Nicky Goodridge 
 
Year 11 Maths Workshop                          Year 9 Art – Pop Art                                    Year 9 Art – Pop Art 

                                                         
 
Year 8 Art – Pop Art                                     Year 8 D&T                                                 Year 8 D&T 

                                                                 
 

 
More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our Facebook 
page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. Reshares and 
likes are always appreciated! 
 
 

 

 
 

Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 
 

Andrew Page 
Deputy Headteacher 
pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.
uk 

Anna Collins 
Deputy Headteacher 
collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.u
k 

Jo McKeown 
Executive Headteacher 
j.mckeown@hispmat.org 
 

Cara Rees 
School Business Manager 
reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
 

Nicky Goodridge 
Head of School 
goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.

Emma Andrews 
SENDCO & Assistant Headteacher 
andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 



 
Venue Hire  

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event?  School facilities are available to hire outside of the 
school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

Forthcoming Dates 
 

w/c 2 October is Week 1 Timetable 

Friday 29 September – Year 7 Camp 

Wednesday 4 October – Yr 11 Careers Fair, Andover College 

Thursday 12 October – Open Morning (9.30am-11am) 

Thursday 12 October – KS4 Information Evening 

 

Prefect Team 
 

We have an amazing Prefect Team at Test Valley School and we are very proud of them and all the work 
they do to represent TVS both inside and outside of school.  They have been very prominent recently at our 
Open Events: we have received some wonderful feedback from visiting families. 

Please meet our Head Prefects: Keysha and Sam 

Hello everyone, we are Sam and Keysha, the current head prefects at Test Valley. Here at Test 
Valley, we have experienced a lot of change within the past few years, however the community 
here at our school has been incredibly helpful and supportive throughout our whole school 
experience. Despite COVID and changes of head teacher, we have been offered many great 
opportunities which could be expanded on in the future. We are extremely proud to be 
ambassadors of Test Valley and we are confident we can achieve excellent results due to the 
support we have received. There have already been amazing improvements to the school including 
extra trips, clubs and activities for students to enjoy, in addition to lots of positive changes to the 
way lessons are taught and even new equipment and resources for our classrooms. All of this and 
more make the school better than ever so we look forward to welcoming many prospective 
students as well as helping everyone thrive during their time at Test Valley.  

 

GL Assessments 
 
This week we have commenced a series of GL Assessments.  More information can be found via this link: 
PT Series Support - GL Assessment (gl-assessment.co.uk) 

 
 
Year 7 



 
 
Year 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 

 
 



PE – KS3 
 
For the next two weeks, all KS3 pupils should have with them for PE lessons: football boots, navy football 
socks, shin pads, navy shorts and rugby tops.   

After this time we change to rugby where they will not need shin pads but gumshields are highly 
recommended.  

Pupils may wear navy or black legging under their shorts but not tracksuit trousers.  Pupils can also wear 
extra layers under their rugby shirts. 

 

KS3 and KS4 
 

Shoutouts to our top   points earners w/c 4 September 

Year 7  Year 8  Year 9   Year 10 Year 11 
 Milly T  Grace R Bryn B  Ailsa S  Josie B 
 Paige J  Fay R  Leon D  Freddie A Eleanor V 
 Lexi S-F Kian B  Olivia T  Rosie W Sam J 
 Charles R Brianna J Livvy S  Jack F  Harry G 
 Bertie P Jack W  Matilda L Elliot W Jack F 
 

Open Mornings 
 

 

Our next open events are being held as follows: 



Open Mornings – Thursday 12 October and Friday 20 October 9.30-11am 

Further details on how to book a place for the open mornings can be found on our website.   

 

Extra Curricular PE Activities 
 

The following activities are available for pupils to take part in, just turn up and have a go. 
 

Day 2nd Break 13.50 – 14.15 After School 15.20 – 16.30 
Monday Girls Basketball 

All years 
Sports hall - MT 

Netball 
All years 

Sports hall – SD & KE 
Tuesday  Indoor football 

Year 7 & 8 
Sports hall – CF 

Wednesday Badminton Club 
All years 

Sports Hall - RB 

Indoor football 
Year 9, 10 & 11 
Sports hall - MT 

Thursday Boys Basketball 
All years 

Sports hall CF 

(*Boxing Club 
All Years 

Gym) (TBC) 
Friday Dodgeball Club 

Years 7 & 8 
Sports Hall - CF 

Badminton 
All staff & pupils 

Sports Hall 
 
* Payment for this activity will be required in advance. 
 
Activities at 2nd break will require pupils to change into their PE shirt & trainers but they do not have to 
wear shorts, this is to reduce changing time. 
 

After School Clubs – Autumn Term 
 

 



 

 

College Open Events 
 

There is lots of information on our website regarding forthcoming College open events, including dates and 
how to book a place. 

Test Valley School - College Open Events 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   Test Valley School - Salisbury 6th Form College 

Sparsholt College Open event:  Test Valley School - Sparsholt College 

Peter Symonds Open Event:  Test Valley School - Peter Symonds College 
 
Andover College Open Event: Test Valley School - Andover College 
 
Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 

 



 

 

Health and Wellbeing 
Please see our website for more useful information:   Test Valley School - Wellbeing 

Test Valley School - Future in Mind 

Our Community Hub | More Education 

Shout - UK's 24/7 Crisis Text Service for Mental Health Support | Shout 85258 
(giveusashout.org) 

Vaping Dangers 



 
Community News 

 
Great Activities for your children over half term: Children and family activities | Hampshire Cultural Trust 
(hampshireculture.org.uk) 

  



The Solihull Approach 
Hampshire County Council has partnered with the Solihull Approach to provide free, evidence based online 
courses with practical tips and advice to boost parent's and carer's confidence, help them navigate family 
life, and strengthen their relationships.  Families receive unlimited access to the courses and can go back 
to them as their needs change.  The interactive courses cover topics like: 

 

Understanding your child with additional needs (0-19 years) 

Understanding your child’s mental health and wellbeing 

Understanding the impact of the pandemic on your child/teenager 

Understanding your brain (for teenagers only) 

Understanding your feelings (for teenagers only) 

 



 

 


