
 
 

 

 

Parent Newsletter 

Friday 1 December 2023 

Dear Parent and Carers 

I hope you’ve had a positive week. 
 
As we move into the Christmas season, we are looking forward to a number of community events at school and in 
Stockbridge.  We will be having Christmas lunch on 13th December; I hope as many pupils as possible can come 
together for this special occasion. Christmas Jumpers may also be worn on this day, normal uniform rules apply for 
the shirt, skirt, trousers and school shoes. Also, on the 13th December, we will also be holding our annual Christmas 
Concert at St Peter’s Church 7:00-8:00pm, it would be lovely if you could join us to for this magical event. 
 
Back by popular demand is our Year 7&8 Christmas Disco on Friday 8th December, kindly organised by our wonderful 
PTA, I’m sure it will be a night to remember!  
 
This week a large number of pupils have completed a well-being questionnaire supplied by the #BeeWell Team, we 
will be using data from this research to adapt our PSHE and RSHE lessons in the new year. Many thanks to all who 
took their time to complete it. 
 
As previously mentioned, we’d like to capture some more parent and carer voice to help us benchmark against our 
school improvement priorities. Please could I trouble you to spend a few minutes completing the questionnaire in this 
(link). Many thanks to those of you who completed the surveys at the end of the Year 10 Parent and Carers evening 
on Thursday, we’re grateful for your feedback. 
 
Our drive to engage all parents with ClassCharts has been a real success, 79% of parents have viewed their child’s 
ClassCharts account so far. It would be great if we could hit 100% before the end of the term!  
 
Our attendance has dipped a little since last week, I appreciate flu season is well upon us and we’re all starting to feel 
tired. Please do encourage your child to attend as far as possible, it’s vital learning time isn’t lost. Our Attendance 
Officer has had to chase a number of parents this week as they haven’t reported that their child is off school, please 
can you use the following link to report an absence. We need to know why pupils are absent and this has to be 
reported to the local authority. 
 
Absence Line:  01264 810555 Option 1 or online absence reporting (link) 
 
As the temperature has plummeted this week I’ve noticed a number of pupils without coats, please encourage your 
child to wear one to keep warm. I can see a few more trainers appearing, please do ensure school shoes are worn, I 
need to be fair to all pupils. If there’s a legitimate reason, please supply a note and a uniform card will be supplied. 
 
Finally, a polite reminder that we have an Inset day on Monday 4th December 2023, staff are undertaking training on 
Adaptive Teaching strategies as well as gaining a better understanding of children with Neuro diversity. Our last day 
of term is Friday 15th December, all pupils will be expected on that day, we will break up at 12:50pm, buses have been 
notified of the early finish. Have a lovely weekend when it comes. 
 
Warm wishes 

Nicky Goodridge  

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/1NT7W3d2Mh
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/form/?pid=5&form=56


More about all the activities occurring in and out of lessons at Test Valley School can be found on our 
Facebook page: Test Valley School, Twitter Feed: @testvalleysch and Instagram Account: testvalleyofficial. 
Reshares and likes are always appreciated! 
 
 

 

 

Vacancies 
 

Please see our website for current vacancies: Test Valley School - Vacancies 

 

Venue Hire  

Do you require a room for a meeting or sports event?  School facilities are available to hire outside of the 

school day. Please email leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk for all enquiries.  

 

Forthcoming Dates 
 

w/c 4 December is Week 1 Timetable 

 

4 December – INSET Day 

5-7 December – Yr 9 Exams 

8 December – Yr 7 & 8 Christmas Disco 

13 December – Pupil Christmas Lunch 

13 December – Christmas Carol Concert, St Peter’s Church 

15 December – End of Term, School closes at 12.50pm 

 

Late Registration 
 

If your child comes into school after the gate has closed for registration, for example after an appointment or 

being stuck in traffic, can you remind them to come straight down to Reception where we can sign them in 

before they head off to lessons.  This helps to ensure we know exactly who is on site, vital for keeping our 

students safe particularly in an emergency situation.  

Thank you for your help with this. 

 

Andrew Page 

Deputy Headteacher 

pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

 

Anna Collins 

Deputy Headteacher 

collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

 

Jo McKeown 

Executive Headteacher 

j.mckeown@hispmat.org 

 

Cara Rees 

School Business Manager 

reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 
 

Nicky Goodridge 

Head of School 

goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

 

Emma Andrews 

SENDCO & Assistant Headteacher 

andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk 

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=29
mailto:leisure@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:pagea@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:collinsa@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:lowingc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:reesc@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:goodridgen@testvalley.hants.sch.uk
mailto:andrewse@testvalley.hants.sch.uk


Consultation on the 2025/26 admission arrangements for community and voluntary 

controlled schools 

 
Hampshire County Council, in accordance with statutory requirements, is consulting on changes to its 
admission arrangements for 2025/26 for community and voluntary controlled schools within its area and is 
seeking your views.  
 
You can view the full consultation, including how to respond, at: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/admission-arrangements25-26 
 
The consultation will run from Monday 13 November to Friday 29 December 2023.  
 

Peter Symonds College Applications 
 

Year 11: Please note that the application window for Peter Symonds College closes on Monday 11 

December.  

 

Christmas Lunch 
 

This year we will be having Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 13 December.  Please look 

out for the communication which will be sent home shortly. A reply will be required from 

all parents to confirm if you wish your child/children to have a lunch provided or not, and 

menu choices. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Concert 
 

We will be holding our annual Christmas Concert at St Peter’s Church in Stockbridge on the evening of 

Wednesday 13 December.  Further information will follow. 

PTA – Chocolate Tombola 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the 

Chocolate Tombola. 

 

The PTA will be holding the chocolate tombola at 

the Stockbridge Lights switch on being held on 

Friday 1 December. 

 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible. 

 

All monies raised will support the school and our children’s learning by providing equipment and resources. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/admission-arrangements25-26


 

We had a busy week last week with pupils showing commitment, resilience and determination in a variety 

of sports, gaining a few wins and losses along the way.  Every child tried incredibly hard and represented 

Test Valley in its best light.  Well done all no matter what the result. 

 

• U16 Girls basketball won 38 - 6 away at Romsey with the bare 5 players.  

• U16 Boys basketball lost 40 - 9 to Cantell.   

• Girls U13 football team took part in the Andover and District tournament at John Hanson.   

• Girls U16 netball team went down 16 - 7 to John Hanson 

• U14 Girls netball team went down 16 - 10 to Harrow Way.   

 

Finally, the Year 7 & 8 Dodge ball squad played at a tournament at Peter Symonds College having a great 

time against schools from all over. 
 

Celebrations 
 

We love hearing about what our pupils do outside of school and below is a small snapshot of their 

recent achievements: 

Another great week for Victoria, she represented Test Valley 

School at the SW Regional Shooting Championships run by British 

Shooting.  The event was very hard fought with over 60 pupils in 

the junior section.  The National Schools Shooting sees athletes 

shoot air pistol from 10 metres at four separate targets with 5 

shots per target.  Victoria shot a respectable 130.  Some of the 

top shooters were scoring high 150s and even some scores of 

160.  Victoria finished in the top third. What an excellent 

achievement. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Tom E for his incredible performance in Priscilla 

Queen of the Desert at The Lights Andover this week, we’re all proud 

very proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports roundup 



KS3 and KS4 
 

Shoutouts to our top   points earners w/c 20 November 

Year 7  Year 8  Year 9   Year 10 Year 11 

  Jude B  William G Chiedza M Oliver L-C Keysha M 

  Charlie K Jack W  Nardia M Zack S-J Mollie S 

  Leo H  Mia H  Matilda L Megan R Chloe W 

  Ellie O’S Victoria S Joao Pedro T Ailsa S  Esther M 

  Jude W  Grace R Alexis B Eleanor Y Sam J 

 

Year 11 
 

Year 11 progress reports will be published on 14 December and we will be holding a Parent/Carer 

Consultation Evening on Wednesday 3 January. 

 

Andover Rotary Club Competition 
 

Please find below some information regarding some competitions being run by Andover Rotary.  Any pupils 

wishing to take part can get an information pack and application form from: 

 

Young Chef:  Mrs Davey or Mrs Vincent. 

 

 



Young Photographer: please see Mrs Brush for an information pack and entry form. 

 

College Open Events 
 

There is lots of information on our website regarding forthcoming College open events, including dates and 

how to book a place. 

Test Valley School - College Open Events 

Salisbury 6th Form College:   Test Valley School - Salisbury 6th Form College 
The application window is now open and closes on Wednesday 31 January 2024 
 

Sparsholt College Open event:  Test Valley School - Sparsholt College 
Recommended to apply by 31 December 2023 
 

Peter Symonds Open Event:  Test Valley School - Peter Symonds College 
The application window for PSC is now open and closes on Monday 11 December 2023 
 

Andover College Open Event: Test Valley School - Andover College 
 
Health and Wellbeing 

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=College+Open+Events&pid=62&action=saved
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Salisbury+6th+Form+College&pid=116&action=saved
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Sparsholt+College&pid=110&action=saved
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Peter+Symonds+College&pid=108
https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Andover+College&pid=109


 

Please see our website for more useful information:   Test Valley School - Wellbeing 

Community News 
 

Please see information below from Hampshire County Council regarding their Winter 2024 timetable of 

courses/events. 

 
 

https://www.testvalley.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Wellbeing&pid=102&action=saved


 



 



 

Extra Curricular PE Activities 
 
The following activities are available for pupils to take part in, just turn up and have a go. 
 

Day 2nd Break 13.50 – 14.15 After School 15.20 – 16.30 

Monday Girls Basketball 
All years 

Sports hall - MT 

Netball 
All years 

Sports hall – SD & KE 

Tuesday  Indoor football 
Year 7 & 8 

Sports hall – CF 

Wednesday Badminton Club 
All years 

Indoor football 
Year 9, 10 & 11 



Sports Hall - RB Sports hall - MT 

Thursday Boys Basketball 
All years 

Sports hall CF 

(*Boxing Club 
All Years 

Gym) (TBC) 

Friday Dodgeball Club 
Years 7 & 8 

Sports Hall - CF 

Badminton 
All staff & pupils 

Sports Hall 

 
* Payment for this activity will be required in advance. 
 
Activities at 2nd break will require pupils to change into their PE shirt & trainers but they do not have to wear 
shorts, this is to reduce changing time. 
 

After School Clubs – Autumn Term 
 

 

  



Pupil Anonymous Reporting Function 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


